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the beaten path of usefulness, he cannot directly describe
every turn and twist in the new; but with God as our Hope
and Guide, we need not be nervous. Worse things have
been done by the " safe " people than the interior of Africa
expedition. What may have been destructive to your
expectations with some people, made you one with me !
But then you see I am " odd."

< Well, let us cast ourselves on God,

' Affectionately,

1 WILLIAM BOOTH.'

One immediate result of Railton's brief visit to
London was the beginning of his career as a writer.
The ' Christian Mission Magazine ' was already in
being, and he was invited to contribute to its pages.

He wrote his first article for the November issue in
the train upon his return journey to Middlesbrough,
and as he says himself, ' I continued to write all I
could from that time, finding it even a greater enjoy-
ment to write for Christ than to speak for Him,*

This visit also marked the date of the beginning
of a lifelong friendship with Mr. Booth and his^fnmily.
* General * was a term of affection used for his chosen
Leader by Railton even before he had actually become
a member of the Mission. Nor was this a mere
passing phase of hero-worship on the part of a young
man for an attractive older one. From the very first
they understood each other, as this scrap from Mr.
Booth, written in the January of 1873, shows:

* I am rather sorry you should have taken, my stupid
writing of the word "fragment" for "payment." But
you ^really did not for a moment think or could imagine my
talking about payment would influence you ! No, you took
it for a joke ! I must try and write more legibly. I fear
though, it is too late, and won't be possible until I have
less to do.'

Something of the eager joy with which Railton
looked forward to his life-work we gather from the